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and easily worked, is used lavishly, and in con-
sequence is misleading*
If only the Church would recognize some mild
form of birth-control on this little island, how
much happier and contented would be her
children* The infant mortality is very high*
What God gives He takes away, and the parents
are thankful*
The average Maltese is cheerful and fond of
sport in his own way ; and he keeps his animals
in excellent condition* It is rare to see an
underfed horse, or an ill-kept goat, but whether
this is because the authorities keep an eye on
him, or comes from his own thoughtfulness, I
am not sure j perhaps it is a combination of
both*
They make excellent seamen, and it is one of the
sights of the place to see one of the boats which ply
between Valletta and Gozo ploughing its way
through a heavy sea, and being handled with great
skill*
Local industry is limited by a lack of soil and
raw material, most of the .agricultural produce
being used by the inhabitants* Lace-making and
the weaving of a pleasant, extremely hard-wearing
doth are the only industries which can strictly be
called local* During the past year, however, a
pipe-making factory has been started, and is said to